NOTES FROM THE LOFT
Advent is upon us. As musicians it is a time of “preparing” some of the most beloved music of all the church seasons. As
we spend time in rehearsals we strive to bring all who enter our doors an escape from the hustle and bustle with a
message of “Prepare Ye, the Way of the Lord”.
Choristers "Prophets knew long ago that Christ would come to earth.
Led by Isaiah, they foretold His birth.
God in human frame, Emmanuel His name,
Prophets knew long ago, long ago..."
Our Choristers sing this for us on December 4, which is the second Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is filled with
the anticipation of the coming of Christ. We are all waiting and preparing... Come celebrate the story of Christ's birth
with the Choristers on December 24, Christmas Eve at 5 pm. Our children will tell us this story with scripture and song in
a way both familiar and fresh. As is our tradition, Choristers will begin the service by singing the Quempas Carol from the
four corners of the church by candlelight.
Advent 3 – Contemporary Music
Prepare ye soon, very soon! That is the musical theme for this service. We will have a few surprises including solos, a
duet, and our talented group of instrumentalists and singers.
COR Choir
Starting in Advent we will be making a few changes and additions to the music. We will be singing the Lord’s Prayer
using a simple chant from S148 in the hymnal. Most Sundays we will be singing the psalm using a variety of settings.
“Pervasive, Never Absent One” by Joel Martinson will be sung by the choir Advent1 and then listen for it again on
Christmas Eve; a piece that paints the hope and anticipation of the season; worth hearing twice as it ends with the joy of
answered prayer.
Join the COR Choir and the Choristers on Christmas Eve at 10:30 to sing many of your favorite carols and listen to
soaring anthems. Then to begin the late service the Quempas Carol will be sung again as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
From the Organist
"Listen, God Is Calling". During the fall, we enjoyed this prelude based on a Kenyan traditional tune, NENO LAKE
MUNGU, arranged for organ by Anne Krentz Organ. Another source identifies the tune as Tanzanian. Maybe we'll sing
it sometime! The refrain is
"Listen, listen, God is calling
through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness,
comfort and joy."
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! The Music Team
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Happy New Year!

News reports from around our nation and the world do not bespeak a happy time, and certainly many of us
are experiencing difficulties in this hard economy and in the vicissitudes of living our lives… these are the facts
on the ground. At the same time, another new year in our church calendar is here and we enter the quiet
season of Advent. As unlikely as it seems, it is a happy new year.
In general, Christianity is an unlikely religion. We understand that God is concerned with the goings on of the
world, and we understand that our God decisively entered the world in the form of Jesus Christ and we
understand that God continues in the Holy Spirit to live and breathe in us, freely giving the most precious gift
of all; life itself. Unlikely, but that is our story.
Advent is the time in our cycle of the seasons to pray on the unlikely nature of the world. At the solstice, the
darkest day of the year we anticipate the arrival of the brightest light that ever was. While we await the
arrival of the Prince of Peace, the King of Kings, it turns out that we got God among us, and arriving as a baby
born into poverty in a backwater Roman province. Unlikely indeed.
Our life together at Resurrection as priest and people is just beginning. As I make my way around Eugene
meeting with you all, getting to know you and this community, I am feeling conciliation, a knowing that things
are as they are supposed to be. Thank you for your
continued hospitality and patience. These feelings, this love
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that is growing in me for you and this place… I am getting the
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sense that this is anything but unlikely.
May God bless you in this happy New Year.
Fr. Brent

End of the Year Catch Up
Cash contributions to Church of
the Resurrection received by
December 31, 2011 can be
claimed as tax deductions. Sundays, December 11 and
December 18, are declared End of the Year Catch Up
Sundays. You can help the treasurer by turning in as many
contributions as possible on those Sundays!

Meet with Fr. Brent
Remember sign up for a time to meet with Fr. Brent. Signup
sheets are posted in the hallway at COR. Contact Betsy Smith
for more information.
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Church of the Resurrection is to invite all
people to unity with God and each other. We pursue our
mission as we pray and worship, proclaim the Gospel, and
promote justice, peace and love.
Vision Statement
The Church of the Resurrection exists to spread God’s love
into the world through teaching and action consonant
with the traditions of the Episcopal Church. We envision a
world in which baptismal vows are made real by the
expression of these core values:
 We welcome all to join us in worship and ministry
 We respect the dignity and unique gifts of every human
being
 We seek and serve Christ in all people, loving our
neighbors as ourselves
 We desire to grow as a community of God’s people by
reaching out to others
 We strive for justice and peace among all people
 We desire to be active in the world as witnesses of
God’s love
We pledge ourselves to compassion and service,
supporting one another in local, national, and
international ministries

