
 

 NOTES FROM THE LOFT 
 

Advent is upon us.  As musicians it is a time of “preparing” some of the most beloved music of all the church seasons.  As 
we spend time in rehearsals we strive to bring all who enter our doors an escape from the hustle and bustle with a 
message of “Prepare Ye, the Way of the Lord”. 
  

Choristers    "Prophets knew long ago that Christ would come to earth.  
Led by Isaiah, they foretold His birth. 
God in human frame, Emmanuel His name, 
Prophets knew long ago, long ago..." 

 

Our Choristers sing this for us on December 4, which is the second Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is filled with 
the anticipation of the coming of Christ. We are all waiting and preparing... Come celebrate the story of Christ's birth 
with the Choristers on December 24, Christmas Eve at 5 pm. Our children will tell us this story with scripture and song in 
a way both familiar and fresh. As is our tradition, Choristers will begin the service by singing the Quempas Carol from the 
four corners of the church by candlelight. 
 

Advent 3 – Contemporary Music 
Prepare ye soon, very soon!  That is the musical theme for this service.  We will have a few surprises including solos, a 
duet, and our talented group of instrumentalists and singers.   
 

COR Choir  
Starting in Advent we will be making a few changes and additions to the music.  We will be singing the Lord’s Prayer 
using a simple chant from S148 in the hymnal.  Most Sundays we will be singing the psalm using a variety of settings. 
 

“Pervasive, Never Absent One” by Joel Martinson will be sung by the choir Advent1 and then listen for it again on 
Christmas Eve; a piece that paints the hope and anticipation of the season; worth hearing twice as it ends with the joy of 
answered prayer. 
 

Join the COR Choir and the Choristers on Christmas Eve at 10:30 to sing many of your favorite carols and listen to 
soaring anthems.  Then to begin the late service the Quempas Carol will be sung again as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  
 

From the Organist 
"Listen, God Is Calling".   During the fall, we enjoyed this prelude based on a Kenyan traditional tune, NENO LAKE 
MUNGU, arranged for organ by Anne Krentz Organ.  Another source identifies the tune as Tanzanian.  Maybe we'll sing 
it sometime!  The refrain is        "Listen, listen, God is calling 

through the Word inviting, 
offering forgiveness, 
comfort and joy." 

 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!    The Music Team 
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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Church of the Resurrection is to invite all 
people to unity with God and each other.  We pursue our 

mission as we pray and worship, proclaim the Gospel, and 
promote justice, peace and love.  

 

Vision Statement 
The Church of the Resurrection exists to spread God’s love 
into the world through teaching and action consonant 
with the traditions of the Episcopal Church.  We envision a 
world in which baptismal vows are made real by the 
expression of these core values: 
 

 We welcome all to join us in worship and ministry 
 We respect the dignity and unique gifts of every human 

being 
 We seek and serve Christ in all people, loving our 

neighbors as ourselves 
 We desire to grow as a community of God’s people by 

reaching out to others 
 We strive for justice and peace among all people 
 We desire to be active in the world as witnesses of 

God’s love 

 We pledge ourselves to compassion and service, 
supporting one another in local, national, and 

international ministries 

 

                December 2011                        Happy New Year! 
 

News reports from around our nation and the world do not bespeak a happy time, and certainly many of us 
are experiencing difficulties in this hard economy and in the vicissitudes of living our lives… these are the facts 
on the ground.  At the same time, another new year in our church calendar is here and we enter the quiet 
season of Advent.  As unlikely as it seems, it is a happy new year. 
 

In general, Christianity is an unlikely religion. We understand that God is concerned with the goings on of the 
world, and we understand that our God decisively entered the world in the form of Jesus Christ and we 
understand that God continues in the Holy Spirit to live and breathe in us, freely giving the most precious gift 
of all; life itself.  Unlikely, but that is our story. 
 

Advent is the time in our cycle of the seasons to pray on the unlikely nature of the world.  At the solstice, the 
darkest day of the year we anticipate the arrival of the brightest light that ever was.  While we await the 
arrival of the Prince of Peace, the King of Kings, it turns out that we got God among us, and arriving as a baby 
born into poverty in a backwater Roman province.  Unlikely indeed. 
 

Our life together at Resurrection as priest and people is just beginning.  As I make my way around Eugene 
meeting with you all, getting to know you and this community, I am feeling conciliation, a knowing that things 
are as they are supposed to be.  Thank you for your 
continued hospitality and patience.  These feelings, this love 
that is growing in me for you and this place… I am getting the 
sense that this is anything but unlikely. 
 

May God bless you in this happy New Year. 
 

Fr. Brent 
 
 

End of the Year Catch Up 
Cash contributions to Church of 
the Resurrection received by 
December 31, 2011 can be 
claimed as tax deductions.  Sundays, December 11 and 
December 18, are declared End of the Year Catch Up 
Sundays.  You can help the treasurer by turning in as many 
contributions as possible on those Sundays!   
 

Meet with Fr. Brent 
Remember sign up for a time to meet with Fr. Brent.  Signup 
sheets are posted in the hallway at COR.  Contact Betsy Smith 
for more information.   
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Tune In is the monthly newsletter of the Episcopal Church 
of the Resurrection, Eugene, Oregon, available free or at 
website.  Contact office by phone or email. Office hours 

are 9-12:30 M, 9 to 1 Tu-Fri. 
 

 

Tune In Editor:  Pat Russell.   Tune In Mailing Team:  Gay Kramer-
Dodd, Helen Reed, Sally Smith, Vivienne Close.   
 

Deadline for submissions for next issue:  Dec. 15. Information to 
be submitted may be sent to Pat Russell, to COR at the email 
address above, or deposited in the Tune In box at COR. 
 

The Rt. Rev. Michael Hanley, Bishop 
The Rev. Brent Was, Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Maron Van, Deacon 
Andrew Nelson, Parish Musician/Organist 

Lucy Strandlien, Music Coordinator/Choir Director 
Carrie Peil-Warner, Director, The Choristers 
Betsy Smith & Fay Harris, Pastoral Care Team 

Gay Kramer-Dodd, Administrative Assistant 
 

Vestry Members:  Jerry Jacobson, Senior Warden; Nick Crump & 
Kevin May, Co-Junior Wardens; Dave Beuerman, Ellen Cabeza, 
Brian Henley, Keith Pruett, Cathy Seltzer and Jane Smith; Ty 
Zeller, Treasurer.   
 

 

Adult Faith Formation 
For the four Sundays in Advent, the study group will take another look at the Christmas Story, rereading the 

tales in Luke and Matthew concerning the birth of Jesus. The DVD, "A Thrill of Hope" will be shown, illustrating 

each passage with the artwork of John August Swanson, a contemporary artist whose Mexican and Swedish 

heritage  shows in his folk-like style of painting. Brief commentaries on each scripture reading are given by 

faculty members at Candler School of Theology, Emory University. The video is divided into 8 minute sections, so 

we will have time for discussion. The readings are: Nov. 27 Luke 1:26-38 A Visit to Mary 
Dec. 4 Luke 2:1-20 The Nativity & The 

shepherds 
Dec. 11 Matthew 2:1-12 Epiphany 
Dec.18 Luke 2:21-40, 

Matthew 2:13-
15 

Presentation in the 
Temple & Flight into 
Egypt 

There will be no breakfast and no adult faith formation 
class on December 25, 2011 or January l, 2012. 

Join the Lunch Bunch 
The Lunch Bunch meets every Tuesday at a different 
restaurant, at 11:30 a.m. for food and fellowship. We’re 
always looking for recommendations of places we haven’t 
tried.   Keeper of the calendar, updater of restaurant list, 
and map consultant is Theda Heinzkill, 541-343-8367. 

DECEMBER 

06 Hole-in-the-Wall BBQ 1807 Olympic St., Spfd 

13 Applebee’s 2300 W. 11th Ave 
20 East 19th Café 1483 E. 19th Ave. (at 

Agate) 
27 Dickie Jo’s Burgers 201 E. 13th Ave. 
 



 

Call for Nominations for Vestry & Convention Delegates 
The Vestry Nominating Committee is asking for nominations for Vestry members (three open positions) and 
Diocese Convention Delegates (three delegates and two alternates). Nominations should be made to Nominating 
Committee members Brian Henley or Jerry Jacobson, by December 30, 2011. Yes, you can certainly nominate 
yourself! The process is for the nominating committee to then contact all nominees to ascertain whether they 
meet eligibility requirements and are willing to stand for election. The basic eligibility requirements are that a 
candidate must have made a pledge to the financial support of the Parish at least six months preceding the 
election, and have received holy communion at least three times the preceding year. All eligible nominees will 
meet with Fr. Brent to assist them in discerning whether to accept the call to service; that meeting is tentatively set 
for January 7, 2012. Eligible and willing candidates will be placed on the ballot and voted at the Annual Meeting, 
which is scheduled for January 22, 2012. For further information, please contact Jerry or Brian.  

For an updated version of 

Church of the 

Resurrection’s calendar, 

visit 

http://resurrectioneugen

e.org/ and click on 

Resurrection Calendar 

Earth Care Summit, January 

30, will be held from 5:30 to 

8:30PM at Highland Christian 

Center, 7600 NE Glisan in 

Portland. Cost is $25/person 

($15/students), includes 

dinner. Register online or call 

Alison, 503-221-1054, x. 210, 

www.emoregon.org/emo_ev

ents.php. 

Applications for EYAC:   The 
Episcopal Church offers 
opportunities for young 
adults to provide service and 
share their expertise 
worldwide through the 
Young Adult Service Corps. 
Applications are now being 
accepted young adults 
between the ages of 21-30 at 
http://www.episcopalchurch
.org/yasc.   For more 
information contact Lisa 
Denaro at 
ldenaro@episcopalchurch.or
g  or 212-716-6114 

http://resurrectioneugene.org/
http://resurrectioneugene.org/
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:ldenaro@episcopalchurch.org
mailto:ldenaro@episcopalchurch.org
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Dear Resurrection People, 
 

It’s now a month since my wonderful ordination and celebration with you as you consented to my 
being set aside for God's work.  The joy of that celebration with you still sustains me.  Thank you, each 
one of you, for being part of my journey.  Celebrations of the caliber you created require a lot of effort 
and I am very grateful for your work. Thank you again. 
 

I’m settling in with Peter+ Fones and the wonderful community at St. John’s.  I preach once a month, 
lead Morning Prayer at a Wednesday mid-morning service with Peter+ celebrating the Eucharist, and 
serve at the Table on Sundays.  I will lead an Adult Education program during Advent.   
 

Peter+ and the worship committee are teaching me how liturgy is planned and constructed.  They are 
open to my contributions and I am learning just how hard it is to be conscious of all the details 
necessary for graceful worship.  For most of us in the pews, we aren’t aware of the work required for 
the selection of hymns and service music and the reflection to determine appropriate additions and 
emphasis in the liturgy.  It is reassuring to remember that we will do our best and God will overlook our 
goofs.  I did close the Gospel reading with the phrase, “The Word of the Lord” rather than “The Gospel 
of our Lord”.  Luckily, no one giggled very loudly.  The folks at St. John’s are tolerant of my rookie 
mistakes.  

 

I am struggling a bit with designing my schedule, integrating earning a living and serving the 
community.  Learning to set good boundaries for my time and curb my enthusiasm has been a lifelong 
project for me.  Kathleen is a great partner in this area, as she understands what is really possible in a 
24-hour period.   

 

I am looking for a position in the church.  I hope to find one in Oregon but Kathleen and I will relocate if 
God is calling us elsewhere.  The Church has a national database of churches looking for priests and 
people looking for positions.  It’s sort of like eHarmony or match.com.  If you know of a community in 
the search process that I might be a good match for, I’d be glad to hear about it.  I have my profile 
complete and I’m contacting the deployment officers in each diocese.  There is a position in Paris!  Oh-
la-la! 
 

We will be together again at Epiphany as you are hosting the area wide Episcopal celebration.  I miss 
your shining faces.   
 

God’s peace be with us,  
The Reverend Deacon Nancy Gallagher 
 

CWU Annual Meeting 

Church Women United will meet in December for 
the Annual Meeting, Election of Officers, and 
Christmas Celebration.  The two meetings are 
Wed. Dec. 7, 7AM, Brail's Coffee Shop, 1689 
Willamette St., Eugene; Fri. Dec. 9, 9:15 AM, First 
Christian Church, 1066 Oak St., Eugene.  All 
church women are welcome. 

  

PieceMakers 

We will be back at work this December.  Had to take 
a break in  November - and help with the Parish Hall 
moving stuff around so that carpeting could be 
finished.   So come join us 
for sewing, cutting, ironing  
and lunch at noon!   
We'd love to work with you. 



Attention! Resurrection People! 

We're still collecting photos and "texts" for the 
Picture Directory which we gave to Fr. Brent on his 
first Sunday with us.  We would like to complete 
the project and have every single member of the 
church represented in it.   
 

If you have a photograph of yourself (or you and 
your family) that you would like in the Directory, 
please give it to Dick Zeller after the Sunday 
service.  But to make it easy for you, someone will 
be up in front of the church by the stained glass 
window ready to take your picture.  We will 
probably be doing this for several more Sundays.  
So do come up.  About 80 people have already 
done so. You won't want to be left out! 
After that, we ask you to write a few paragraphs 
about yourself  (where you grew up, your history in 
the church, your work, your hobbies, etc. ) 

whatever you would like Fr. Brent to know about 
you!  Give that "text" (to go with your photo) to the 
photographer OR email it to Jane Turner 
<garnetwoods@gmail.com> 
 

Shelter Week coming in January 

Interfaith Shelter Week takes place at COR the 
week of January 23rd. Volunteer sign-up and food 
donation sheets will be posted in late December. 
We need set-up and take-down crews, dinner and 
breakfast hosts, clean-up crews, van drivers, 
nursery attendants, and overnight hosts for this 
congregation -wide effort. Help provide a safe and 
welcoming refuge for homeless families. Stay 
tuned for more information. For questions, call 
Marsha Shankman at 541-343-7085. 

 

A Home Starter Kit – The Perfect Christmas Gift 
 

 



 

Caroling with the Choristers 
and 

Advent Family Potluck 
  

Please join the Choristers in our tradition of Caroling in our 
community. 

Sunday, December 11, 3 PM 

We will meet at the church and carpool to Good Samaritan Nursing Home, then off to Fox 
Hollow Assisted Living. The residents at both these facilities look forward to both hearing 

us and singing with us!  
This year we will return to the church (around 5 PM) for an Advent Family Potluck and 

Holiday Crafts! 
 

Please sign up in the hallway  
 

 


