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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Church of the Resurrection is to 
invite all people to unity with God and each other.  

We pursue our mission as we pray and worship, 
proclaim the Gospel, and promote justice, peace 

and love.  
 

Vision Statement 
The Church of the Resurrection exists to spread 
God’s love into the world through teaching and 
action consonant with the traditions of the 
Episcopal Church.  We envision a world in which 
baptismal vows are made real by the expression of 
these core values: 
 

 We welcome all to join us in worship and 
ministry 

 We respect the dignity and unique gifts of every 
human being 

 We seek and serve Christ in all people, loving 
our neighbors as ourselves 

 We desire to grow as a community of God’s 
people by reaching out to others 

 We strive for justice and peace among all people 
 We desire to be active in the world as witnesses 

of God’s love 

 We pledge ourselves to compassion and service, 
supporting one another in local, national, and 

international ministries 

Stewardship Campaign a success 
"Success!  Our stewardship journey, "Walking Together",  began 
in the heart of the labyrinth and finished in celebration and 
gratitude this month. Thank you all for stepping up to enable our 
stewardship campaign to more than meet our goal.  That's right -- 
our members pledged $187,168, exceeding our goal of $187,000.  
Thank you!"                                                                             Lucy Vinis 
 

Annual Meeting held 
The 48th Annual Meeting for the Church of the Resurrection was 
held, following a potluck, January 22 in the Parish Hall.  Annual 
Reports, 2011 financial statements and a proposed budget for 
2012 were reviewed.  Nick Crump was introduced as Senior 
Warden and Jerry Jacobson, who served as 2011 Senior Warden, 
earned a standing ovation and thanks from all.  New Vestry 
members are Doris Payne, Tim Rake, John Richardson and Pat 
Russell.  Jerry Jacobson, Chet Kasmarski and Dick Zeller were 
approved as Diocesan Convention delegates.  Approved as 
members of the Board of Trustees for Endowment were Dick 
Zeller, Kay Sogge and John Richardson.   
 

Among those receiving thanks were Bobbie Cramer - COR 
hospitality, Lucy Vinis - stewardship drive and the work of the 
Search and Finance Committees.   
 

Sunday Gospel Discussions held 
Sunday morning Gospel discussion held Sunday mornings at 9:45 
AM in Parish Hall.  Led by Brian Henley, Lisa Geurin and Grace and 
Lily Geurin-Henley the group will discuss the Sunday’s gospel 
lesson using the African or Lambreth (known by both names) 
Bible study method.  For more information, contact Brian or Lisa.   
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Dear Friends, 
 

I have always loved mid-winter, February.  Farming 
in New England, February finds you with the strains 
and stresses of the previous season mostly healed, 
inside projects well underway, seed catalogues already gone through, interns secured, 
and all of the maple sugaring gear dusted off and waiting in the barn.  The days are 
short, the snow has really taken hold, and everyone is settled into winter as the natural 
order of things. 
 

My family and I are beginning to find our mid-winter stride here.  We have figured out 
where Willow’s mud towel hangs, and where the bags of pellets go.  Hannah Maeve 
knows where her house slippers belong and Brigid knows where her rain coat hangs.  
Windy is concerned that my boots do not have a forever home yet.  I’ll figure it out.  The 
weather, though… I am loving the rain and the mists, but the weather as a whole 
confounds me.  The variety of combinations of rain/mist/cool/damp/sun/drips from 
lichen covered trees is much more broad than I could have imagined.   
 

In the cycle of the Christian calendar, we are in the mid-winter as well.  It is a time to get 
our stride and move from one season to another.  The month begins in Epiphany, the 
season of light in darkness, of God in Christ revealed to us.  This subtle season 
crescendos with Mardi Gras, or for us somewhat more reserved Episcopalians, pancakes 
and talent shows on Shrove Tuesday.  Then of course we slip into the quiet, reflective 
journey of Lent, where we are led from revelation into desolation onto resurrection.   
 

Some of us pass into melancholy this time of year.  It is dark outside and Lent is looming.  
My hope for this season is that we enjoy the coziness it encourages, that we make full 
use of the pause, that we again see that this is in fact the natural order of things, yet 
again. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Brent 
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Tune In Editor:  Pat Russell.   Tune In Mailing Team:  Gay Kramer-Dodd, Helen Reed, Sally Smith, Vivienne Close, Pat Russell.   
Deadline for submissions for next issue:  Feb. 16. Information to be submitted may be sent to Pat Russell, to COR at the email address 
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The Rt. Rev. Michael Hanley, Bishop The Rev. Brent Was, Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Maron Van, Deacon Ty Zeller, Organist 

Lucy Strandlien, Music Coordinator./Choir Director Carrie Peil-Warner, Director, The Choristers 
Betsy Smith & Fay Harris, Pastoral Care Team Gay Kramer-Dodd, Administrative Assistant 

 

Vestry Members:  Nick Crump, Senior Warden; Ellen Cabeza, Kevin May, Doris Payne, Tim Rake, John Richardson, Pat Russell, Cathy 
Seltzer and Jane Smith; Ty Zeller, Treasurer.   

Notes from the Loft 
Choristers 
In February, listen for the Choristers singing "Ose Shalom" in Hebrew. This will also be the anthem they bring 
to Temple Beth Israel this year, singing on Friday, February 18th at 7 PM. Join us at the Temple for a chance to 
visit our Jewish roots.  
 

"He who makes peace in the high places, he shall make peace upon us, and upon all of Israel. And say, Amen." 
Choristers also begin rehearsals with the children and youth of St. Mary's for the musical "100% Chance of 
Rain", which will be performed in March. Look for details in the March Tune In! 
 

Folk Mass 
Thanks to all who participated in the January folk mass and tribute to Martin Luther King, Jr.  Lent begins the 
end of February and again this year there will be no folk mass during Lent.  Look forward to a post-Easter folk 
mass to get your alternative music fix.  However, you will occasionally hear guitar, bass, piano and drums to 
accompany hymns and anthems.  We are so lucky to have many talented musicians to help make the musical 
offerings so rich. 
 

COR Choir 
The big news in the choir loft is NEW CHAIRS!  If you haven’t seen them we invite you to the loft to see what a 
difference it has made in appearance.  The choir will tell you that there is no longer any clatter or squeak of 
metal chairs.  Of course, we appreciate the comfort and warmth of the padded seats.  These chairs were made 
possible by generous gifts to the music fund over the years.  Thank you!!! 
 

As you take a look at our chairs consider how it would be to sit and sing with us.  We do have some singers 
who make shorter commitments to the group and others who travel, and occasionally we lose a member for 
other reasons.  Please consider joining your voice with ours so we can keep our numbers up and continue to 
work on a strong and joyful sound.  Sopranos and altos are always welcome, but at this time I’m putting out a 
special call to all men who like to sing.  No experience necessary.  
 

Organist 
Please welcome Andrew Nelson who will be at the organ January 29, February 5 and 12.  Many thanks to 
Andrew for filling in for Ty and sharing his talent with us. 
 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
The Music Team 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Was to lead Lenten Book Study beginning Wednesday, Feb. 29, from 5:30 – 6:30 PM 
(followed by potluck).  Contact Parish Office to sign up. 

 
Thank You! 
I want to thank all those who are taking part in Shelter Week at Resurrection.  More 
details will be provided later as this issue goes to the printer too soon for a full report.                            
Marsha Shankman 

 

 

Adult Christian Formation: 

February Lenten study 
 

Final Words from the Cross: A DVD 
with seven segments, followed by 
discussion.  Adam Hamilton 
examines Christ's dying hours 
providing insight into Christ's final 
words at the cross from the 
perspective of those who 
witnessed the crucifixion, and also 
Jesus words to the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus and to those who 
were witnesses to the resurrection. 

  
 

Church Women United to 
meet February 3 

Laurie Trieger, Executive Director of 
LCHAY (Lane Coalition for Healthy 
Active Youth) and others will speak 
about Obesity in Children—the 
health of our young people-- at 
Church Women United’s meeting 
on Feb. 3 at 9 AM at United 
Lutheran, 2230 Washington Street, 
Eugene.  Among other topics 
covered will be a look at the 
production of local food.  The 
presentation will be repeated at 
Breakfast At Brail, 1689 Willamette, 
Eugene at 7 AM on Feb. 7.   

  
 

 

For an updated version of Church of the Resurrection’s 

calendar, visit http://resurrectioneugene.org/ and click on 

Resurrection Calendar 

 

 

http://resurrectioneugene.org/
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Sam Smith 

Spotlight focuses on 

Sam Smith 
By Cynthia Broschat 

As a multi-talented man, Sam’s active mind and heart have always propelled 
his life in directions of serving others. From an early age he recognized that 
his mind loved mathematics and his heart loved theology.  Graduating from 
Carmel High School (California) as class valedictorian, his keen interest and 
talents in math and science led him to enroll in prestigious M.I.T. in 
Cambridge, MA.  Unfortunately, a struggle with finances led him to abort 

these studies and seek out income-producing employment.  
“This is when I tried to reinvent myself and decide what to do in my 
life” says Sam, fondly remembering those days.  With small jobs here 
and there, Sam eventually re-entered school, earned his B.A. in history 
from UC Berkley, then attended seminary in New York where he 
ultimately became ordained as an Episcopal priest.  
His first job after seminary was as a curate working with his wife Betsy’s 
father who was an Episcopal priest in Walnut Creek, CA. Here he 
remained curate for two years and was then recruited to Monterey to 
work in a new Episcopal boarding school where he was a chaplain and 
teacher.  Sam realized at this point that a), he loved teaching, and b), 
he wanted to marry Betsy, so in 1966 they married and four years later 
immigrated to Eugene.  Always an active, inquisitive mind, Sam 
enrolled in the U. of O. and earned his master’s degree in math. It was 
also during this time that they both became members of Church of the 
Resurrection. 
However, as life would have it, another move was in the offering, and after one year in Eugene, Betsy and Sam 
moved once again.  This time they relocated to Newtown, PA (outside of Philadelphia) where Sam began his 
30-year career teaching math at George School, a Quaker high school.  Also drawn to remaining in the 
ministry, he simultaneously became very active in the local Episcopal parishes there, doing supply work where 
ever he was needed. 
Fast forward to the year 2001, where after a successful, productive and fulfilling career in Pennsylvania, Sam 
and Betsy returned to Eugene where they began to re-build their Oregon roots and resurrect their relationship 
with COR and the local parish.  Over the last 10 years, Sam has served as supply priest in Eugene and for three 
years as the unofficial interim priest at St John’s in Springfield.   
Sam and Betsy have two children.  Their daughter Rachel, son-in-law and three grandchildren live in Mystic, 
CT.  Their son Benjamin lives in Newtown, PA and was ironically hired to fill Sam’s former position as math 
teacher in the same school where he taught so many years before. 
Now that Sam has “retired” from his official teaching and ministry positions, when asked what feeds his soul 
these days, he responds: “I’ve been volunteering for over 10 years, four days a week at the private, alternative 
Wellspring School as a teacher’s aide in math.” (We can’t keep a good teacher down, can we?) He loves 
belonging to the COR community, supporting it and playing an active role within it.  He loves his 12-year old 
dog and is a self-proclaimed “dog nut.” He is an extremely accomplished craftsman as displayed by his 
intricately created polyhedron models.  (ask him about these!)  But most of all, he loves having his “incredible 
treasure” Betsy, and says “she is the most important thing that has happened in my life.”  Thank you, Sam, for 
landing in Eugene and for enriching so many people’s lives. 

 



From mid-December to mid-January my job has been especially 
busy with Christmas services, an Epiphany service, a funeral, and 
annual report, added to the usual work load.  I am greatly indebted 
to several terrific volunteers who have helped me with folding and 
assembling:  Helen Reed, Vivienne Close, Sally Smith, Leslie Wright, 
Pat Russell, and Fay Harris.  I also greatly appreciate the effort of so 
many in getting their annual meeting reports in on time.  Thank 
you all!   

Gay Kramer-Dodd 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join the Lunch Bunch 

The Lunch Bunch meets every Tuesday at a different restaurant, at 11:30 a.m. for food and fellowship. We’re 
always looking for recommendations of places we haven’t tried. If these venues and times look good to you, 
just show up!  

Keeper of the calendar, updater of restaurant list, and map consultant is Theda Heinzkill, 541-343-8367. 
 

February  March  
07 Pump Café  710 Main St., Springfield 06 Aquila & Priscilla’s  1843 Pioneer Pkwy. East, 

Springfield 
14 La Oficina  1591 Willamette St. 13 Johnny Ocean’s 114  Oakway Center 
21 BJ’s 1600 Coburg Rd. 20 Boulevard Grill 2123 Franklin Blvd. 
28 Metropol Bakery 2538 Willamette St. 27 Agate Alley 

or 
East 19th Café 

1461 E. 19th Ave.  (If open 
during Spring break) 
1485 E. 19th Ave. 

 
 

 

Sheltering Our Souls:  Sowing the Seeds of Happiness 
A Retreat for Women February 24-26, 2012 

 

An opportunity to rest, renew, and nourish your soul on the beautiful 
Oregon coast. 

Lodge-style accommodations, delicious meals, in the midst of a 
supportive community of women. 

$135/160/185. Pick whichever fits your budget. Partial scholarships 
available. 

For more information contact: Beth Dieker, Episcopal Diocese of Oregon 503-
407-0312 or bethd@diocese-oregon.org; Register @ www.gocamping.org 

Retreat Leaders: Beth Dieker & Cammie Bella 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look Out for the H.E.R.D!  Helpers 

of  

Episcopal Relief and Development 
Hey Resurrection kids, let’s help Episcopal Relief and 

Development!  Can you juggle, ride a unicycle, sing, 

hula-hoop, or tell jokes?  We need you for the 

Resurrection kids’ Show-and-Tell on Tuesday, February 

21st at 5:30 PM.  Do you have a recent school project 

you’re particularly proud of?  You can present it or 

display it on a sharing table in the sanctuary.  Please 

contact Grace Geurin-Henley  if you would like to 

participate in the show. 
 

 


