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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Church of the Resurrection 
is to invite all people to unity with God and 
each other.  We pursue our mission as we 

pray and worship, proclaim the Gospel, and 
promote justice, peace and love.  

 
 

Vision Statement 
 

The Church of the Resurrection exists to 
spread God’s love into the world through 
teaching and action consonant with the 
traditions of the Episcopal Church.  We 
envision a world in which baptismal vows are 
made real by the expression of these core 
values: 
 

 We welcome all to join us in worship and 
ministry 

 We respect the dignity and unique gifts of 
every human being 

 We seek and serve Christ in all people, 
loving our neighbors as ourselves 

 We desire to grow as a community of God’s 
people by reaching out to others 

 We strive for justice and peace among all 
people 

 We desire to be active in the world as 
witnesses of God’s love 

 We pledge ourselves to compassion and 
service, supporting one another in local, 
national, and international ministries 

  
Stewardship Success!! 

Our Spring Stewardship has been a tremendous success. Thanks to 
all of you and to support from Bishop Hanley, we have raised over 
$16,000, surpassing our goal of $15,000! This means that we will 
be able to support Fr. Brent full time by December. Thank you for 
your abundant gifts!                --Stewardship Committee 

Summertime Changes! 
School is out and Vacation Bible School is here (9 AM to noon, July 
23rd through 27th at St. Mary’s).  In the offing are the Church Picnic 
(late August—date to be announced) and the Ministry Fair (mid-
September).   Some things remain the same, but there are some 
changes ahead.  
Those that remain the same are: 
 The nursery will be open each Sunday from 9:30 AM on. 

Watch for more about Christian Education classes for children. 
 Wednesday evening Potlucks will be held each week beginning 

at 6 PM.  Listen for more details on Sunday potlucks. 
 The Lunch Bunch and Piecemakers will be meeting regularly 

(see pages 3 & 7 for details). 
 Adult Christian Education will meet through the summer at 

9:30 AM Sundays, with a breakfast time together beginning at 
9 AM.  (See page 3 for more information.)  Adult Bible Study 
will be at 9:45 AM every Sunday. 

Summertime changes are: 
 Vacations mean some key people will be taking time off.  Fr. 

Brent and Gay, COR’s administrative assistant, will be gone in 
late July and early August.  You may wish to contact the 
Senior or Junior Wardens for emergencies.   

 The parish office will be closed all Mondays in July and two in 
August; beginning August 20 it will be open five days a week. 

 Tune In will be combining the July and August issues into one, 
so this issue will have calendars for July and August.  Look for 
the next issue around Sept. 1, with a deadline of August 23.   

 Craft Hope will be switching to Wednesdays at 7 PM, every 
other week.  The Knitting group is going to be meeting the 
first Tuesday of the month this summer.  
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Dear Friends, 
 

Well, the long awaited Oregon summer has arrived.  It is 57 and rainy 
today, the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist (June 25th).  It was 
80 and sunny yesterday.   

 

In many ways, the late spring/early summer weather patterns (if we can 
call them patterns) are reflective of the life of Resurrection right now.  
We have a lot going on.  Here is an update: 
1. We are excited to welcome the Reverend JoAnne Miller as a Priest 

Associate of the Church of the Resurrection!  Hooray!!!  Mo. Jo, a well 
known pastoral force in the community since her service as a long-term supply priest last summer, brings us 
a ministry steeped in healing.  Already she is leading healing prayers during the Eucharist, and come 
September will develop a mid-week healing Mass and a small group ministry.  I could not be more thrilled 
having Mo. Jo joining the ministry team in this new way.  Please welcome her and Ted to this new role. 

2. The Family, Children and Youth Committee is hiring a Coordinator of Religious Education!  This is very, very 
exciting.  Our volunteer Sunday School team has done a great job getting a program off the ground and 
more importantly, taking care of our children.  Now as more families are joining us, we are ready to take on 
a staff person to coordinate these efforts.  The whole Religious Education program will be changing, from 
time of Sunday school to the program and ages of kids in the program, so stay tuned.  It is going to be great. 

3. Remember my homily on Radical Hospitality?  Well, the agitation I promised around making Resurrection 
an even more welcoming, open community is beginning.  With the leadership of some members of Vestry 
(Kim Still, Jane Smith and Kevin May), we are going to be gathering key leaders in the areas of greeters, 
food, membership, stewardship and communications and begin to make more clear how people join the 
church, how we know what is happening in church, and how we take care of this place and each other.  
Again, stay tuned, you very well may be asked for your opinions or your help in this effort. 

4. You may have heard rumors that a sizeable gift has been offered to help fund the building of an atrium at 
the front of the church.  This is true.  As we speak, a committee is forming to study the feasibility and design 
options of this possibility.  Have no fear, the entire congregation will have plenty of opportunity to be 
involved in this process.  It feels so good that someone has enough faith in what is going on around here to 
offer a major gift to support our long-term viability. 

5. Lastly, our partnership with United Lutheran Church in serving breakfast on the 2nd Sundays at First 
Christian Church is underway!  This is an ambitious ministry, but one I cannot overemphasize the 
importance of.  There are opportunities to participate in this ministry not only on Sunday mornings, but for 
prep on the 2nd Saturday, and picking up the food on the 2nd Friday.  Please let me know if you are 
interested in participating. 

 

We have a lot going on at Resurrection.  I am very excited about all of this, sometimes a bit overwhelmed, but 
terribly grateful for the energy and leadership of so many members of this community.  May all of this work be 
done to the Glory of God, while helping to make this world more reflective of God’s Kingdom.   

 

In Peace,  Brent 

 



Adult Christian Formation: 9:30 -10:15 Sunday mornings 
 

For July: Have you ever wondered about the 
relevance of the Hebrew Scriptures to your life as a 
Christian in the 21st Century info-tech age? Dr. Walter 
Bruggemann, brilliant Old Testament scholar and 
ordained Christian minister, gives us plenty to ponder 
in the DVD, Embracing the Prophets in Contemporary 
Culture.  Join the study group as we discuss on July 
1st and 8th, "The Grief of Loss as Divine Judgment" 
and on July 15th and 22nd, "The Promissory Language 
that Breaks Despair." Don't be put off by the titles of 
the sessions. The clarity of Brugemann's presentations 
is remarkable.

For August:  August 5th will be a catching up with 
each other session and sharing plans for the summer.   
August 12 and 19 will be a real change of pace: Music!  
The study group will meet in the nave (the worship 
area) at 9:30.  Lucy Strandlien will lead us in learning 
and practicing singing the psalms, helping us to 
understand the markings, especially for Anglican 
chant. Breakfast is still 9 to 9:30 in the Yellow Room 
with no food to be carried into the nave. For the 
remainder of August we hope to have some 
presenters from the community briefing us on 
programs for women and girls. 
 

Join the Lunch Bunch this summer! 
The Lunch Bunch meets every Tuesday at a different restaurant, at 11:30 a.m. for food and fellowship. In 
both July and August we're sampling new venues. If these places and times look good to you, just show up! 
Keeper of the calendar, updater of restaurant list, and map consultant is Theda Heinzkill, 541-343-8367. 
 

JULY 
03 Countryside Pizza & Grill 645 River Rd. (Once was 
Robinson's) 
10 Aquila & Priscilla’s 1843 Pioneer Pkwy, Spfd. 
17 The Vintage 837 Lincoln St.  
24 Ye Olde Pancake House 2421 W. 11th Ave. 
31 Aiyara Thai 1010 Harlow Rd, Springfield (near Ben 
Franklin) 

AUGUST 
07 Agate Alley Laboratory 2645 Willamette St. (Once 
was Japanese, sit-at-grille restaurant) Parking in front 
and in back, off Oak St. 
14 Soup Nation 525 High St. (Same block as St. 
Vinnie's, across from 5th St. Mkt.) Parking in back. 
21 McGrath's Fish House 1036 Valley River Way 
28 Sushi Domo 2835 Oak St.  

 

     Reaching Out to Our Community and the World     
 

The Church of the Resurrection's Outreach Commission would like to share what we have been doing so far 
this year. Each year, an operating budget is prepared for COR which includes a certain amount dedicated to 
Outreach Grants to address human needs locally, nationally, and internationally. This year, that amount for 
Outreach Grants was $3,481. So far, the OC has issued five grants totalling $2,450. Here is where the grants 
have been given: 

1. Mufindi Orphans of Tanzania, Africa, for their "Housemothers" Program ($500). 

2. HIV Alliance for the SANA Needle Exchange Program ($500). 

3. ShelterCare's Garden Program ($500). 

4. The Episcopal Campus (University of Oregon) Ministry Pantry Program ($450). 

5. Opportunity Village Eugene for start-up needs for a City Homeless Camp ($500).  

If you would like more information about these grants or about the work of the Outreach Commission, 
please contact us. The OC includes Marsha Shankman (co-chair), Chet Kasmarski (co-chair), Ellen Cabeza 
(Vestry Liaison), Jerry Jacobson, Karen Jewett, Eric McCready, John Orbell, The Rev. Maron Van (Deacon), 
and The Rev. Dr. Brent Was (Priest-in-Charge/Ex-Officio). 
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 For the latest Church of the Resurrection’s 
calendars, visit http://resurrectioneugene.org/ and 

click on Resurrection Calendar. 

http://resurrectioneugene.org/
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Gil Avery 

 
A Conversation with Gil Avery 

By Cynthia Broschat 
“Church of the Resurrection is the friendliest church in the 
world.  It’s warm and welcoming and I love the building and 
most definitely love that it practices being inclusive of all  
people,” says Gil openly.  I could stop right here because this  
quote sums up the essence of Gil…but I won’t.  The rest of  
the story is too interesting. 
 

Gilbert Stiles Avery lll was born in Iowa in 1931.  He laughs when he claims the same birth date as the Empire 
State Building.  He was born the day it opened!  While still young, Gil’s father lost his insurance job in the 
Depression and carted his family off toward California.  They never made it. Instead, he bought a vacant 
restaurant in San Antonio, TX and for the next 10 years, Avery’s Café became Gil’s gastronomic heaven.  His 
parents were kind and generous and holidays were spent feeding men in the armed service.  Gil washed dishes 
for wages and remembers it being a positive experience for him.  “I got to know so many of the customers.” 
 

Following in his father’s enterprising footsteps, Gil worked summers during high school.  His final summer was 
spent on the road delivering furniture across the U.S.  An African American man had been hired to drive the 
truck and Gil helped with the lifting.  Over the months they traveled together, they became close, and on 
numerous occasions Gil experienced the horrific prejudiced mentality of America’s society.  God plants seeds 
and situations in interesting ways and it was during this time that Gil noticed his deep feelings about racial 
injustice begin to rumble.   
 

He attended Southern Methodist University and majored in corporation finance, but it was at the weekly 
meetings facilitated by an Episcopal chaplain that he began to ponder his faith that ultimately changed the 
course of his life.  The chaplain suggested that Gil become a priest, and before long, that seed grew into “The 
Calling.”   Directly after university he attended seminary in Cambridge, MA and became ordained.  He returned 
to San Antonio as curate at St Mark’s Episcopal and worked mostly with children.  It was here he met his wife, 
Laura, and where they remained for 3 years. 
 

As his interest in racial and social justice issues escalated,  he and Laura decided to move to Trinity Parish, Wall 
Street in the lower east side of Manhattan.  There he worked with the poor, with minorities and with racial 
territorial gangs.  As the Broadway musical West Side Story was becoming popular, Gil was ministering to his 
own version of gang stories and gang wars. And Laura was giving birth to a son and daughter. 
 

In 1961, as part of the Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity, Gil and 14 other clergy made a decision to 
stand in opposition to racial injustice.  As a prayer pilgrimage they headed to the South and became part of the 
Freedom Ride.  While attempting to board a bus in Jackson, MS they were arrested for breach of the peace, 
committed and thrown into jail.  But that didn’t stop Gil.  He continued his inner city work in Boston and 
Mississippi, and the intent of his ministry became crystal clear: racial, social and economic justice for all, and 
that it should be central to the Episcopal Church.  He assisted minorities with voter registration fairness and 
worked with HIV/AIDS organizations.  For many years Gil served as executive director of the Episcopal 
Community Services in Philadelphia, an agency dealing with social justice issues of all kinds.   
 

After retiring in 1991, he and Laura moved west to be nearer family.  From Montana to California, their son and 
daughter, a dozen grandchildren and great-grandchildren are spread about.  Gil has been a happy fixture at 
COR for about 20 years and wouldn’t want to change a thing. 
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Piecemakers would like to thank you all for the support you gave us during our 
"Bring 'N Buy".  Because of you - we made $500 which will help us to buy more 
materials for our quilts. 
 

We will be meeting through the Summer if you'd like to come join us at 10 AM 
on Thursdays. We do more than sewing - solving the problems of the world and 
keeping the church running smoothly!   Piecemakers 

 

 

Thank you so much! 
Dear Friends, thank you so much for a wonderful ordination celebration (June 9). I know how much work 
putting on such a delightful celebration is and I deeply appreciate all you did for me and my family. I later met 
with the local clergy for Bible study and they were all raving about the beauty of the church and the 
congregation. The reception knocked their socks off.  
 

It was such a delight to celebrate my first Eucharist at Resurrection June 10. For those who braved the early 
service to join us, I appreciate that you came to be with me at the Banquet. By the time I arrived at St. John the 
Divine in Springfield, I was completely blissed out…  
 

I am off to Europe June 16 with one of my brothers to continue the celebration. I will have limited ability to be 
connected by email or phone. When I return on July 5 I will work on posting the ordination pictures that Dick 
Zeller and others took.                                                                                Many blessings on us all, Nancy  

A Prayer for General Convention 
The 2012 General Convention of the Episcopal Church will be July 4th to 12th in Indianapolis, Indiana. The 
members of your Oregon deputation ask that you keep this important gathering and those who will attend in 
your prayers.  

God our Wisdom, who eternally makes all 
things new: Encourage by your Holy Spirit 

those who prepare for, and participate in, General Convention 
to labor together for the building up of your world and your Church; 

counsel them when to act and when to wait; 
turn their hearts always toward those in 

greatest need, and away from their own 
preoccupations and fears; 

help them never to forget that love and mercy are your 
greatest gifts given to us all to offer to one another 
as we see in them Jesus Christ who alone 
is our joy, our way, our truth, and our life. Amen. 

 

O God, grant your blessing on all who join in the General 
Convention, by your Spirit give them/us grace to listen 
and grace to speak. 

Help them/us to discover where you are leading this Church. 
Give us all a unity in mission that will enable the Church by its life 

and witness to fulfill the ministry you have entrusted to us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Clergy Deputies include Rev. Wes Sedlacek, Rev. Sara Fischer, Rev. Jedediah Holdorph and Rev. Caroline 
Litzenberger.  Lay Deputies are Sharon Rodgers, Louise Fortuna, Barbara Ross and Anne McCollom.  Alternate 
Clergy is Rev. Dennis j. Parker and Alternate Lay deputy, Mary Cramer.  Additional prayers may be found in 
the Book of Common Prayer and online, including details about resolutions and budgets. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here are some green ideas to save on your energy bill!   
 
Your hot water heater represents about 20-30% of the carbon emissions of your home, the biggest user of 
energy in your house. Consider setting your hot water thermostat to 120°F. Insulate your hot water tank 
with an insulation jacket if available for your system.  Arrange for your boiler to be serviced so it runs more 
efficiently. When you next replace your boiler, consider a condensing boiler - they use less fuel than 
conventional boilers to produce the same amount of heat and can save 32% on fuel bills. 
 

Library Project: Thank you, members of COR who have volunteered to help get the church library up and 
running by sorting out and shelving new books, getting check-out cards in them, labeling shelves so users 
can find what they are looking for, and organizing a children's section on a reachable shelf. We can use a 
few more volunteers anytime between now and September 2nd when we will have the grand re-opening 
of the church library. Email Jane Smith. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109403550858&s=7958&e=001qoBbaqbEAvaq9uikK1r5oZt-PFNPYdR9aoVH937noofnbzFSGkAyDqYvmGir9Qb169uitxYmO_y0LvBSLe-DYUekKXYaZYslK3QkbELXQ73MF0WNDO4jD862V2NUoOdl3LiweuQBQ9FGFRwe0LVweQ==
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