Dear Friends in Christ,
May Day is upon us, marking six months from All Saint’s, my first day among you all here at Resurrection. Six
months is not a very long time, but it is long enough for us to begin to get to know each other. We have made
it through Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter together, which from this side of the altar were both fantastic,
Holy Week in particular. Well done, everyone. At this point, I feel like I have arrived and that we can really get
down to the business of being a church together. And the business of the church, as far as I understand it is
simple: love God and love neighbor.
After six months, here is what I see:
1. The primary job of parish priests is to love the people they serve, collectively and individually. On both
counts, you all are a loveable people.
2. You all have a healthy sense of the role of the priest. Everything has not been dropped on my desk, nor
have I been excluded from decision making. I am grateful on both counts. This is our church, together, and
each of us have different roles; some defined by order, be it lay, deacon or priest, and some roles are
defined by our skills and availability (for example, you certainly do not want me managing the church
calendar). This community gets shared ministry and that is so fantastic. I do not micro-manage not
because I don’t believe in it, but because I am not capable of doing it. I am ever so relieved that you all
really do not need or want that. Thank you for being you.
3. Resurrection is made up of a whole bunch of extremely capable people. Collectively we have a huge
amount to offer the world.
4. There is also a great willingness here to engage with the world, and a whole lot of good radiates out from
this parish. The Home Starter Kits help people, lots of them and it is expanding. Thanksgiving dinners,
Shelter Week, the Outreach Commission putting a lot of money into the hands of organizations that do a
lot of good… this is all fantastic. I do wonder, sometimes, if our outreach is too much on our terms.
Month in, month out, we do not see the people in most need of what we have to offer. There are deep
needs in Eugene, needs that are presenting themselves to us very directly that will give us more
opportunity to meet people in the midst of their own Good Fridays. I hope we engage.
5. This is a very welcoming parish, and I am confident that we have it in us to make it radically welcoming.
We are, I believe, already moving in that direction.
6. We have some work to do around families, children and youth. The folks who have been leading the work
with our kids have done an amazing job with the resources they have been given. We need to be better at
recognizing those efforts and we need more people willing to get involved with those ministries.
Resources have been allocated to hire a coordinator of religious education, and that is fantastic, but our
children need to be a higher priority in this community.
7. You all genuinely care for each other. It does not get much better than that.
8. Lastly, you all have done a great job in integrating Windy, the girls and me to this community. We feel very
welcome here and are finding ourselves blending in quite well with the life of this and the larger Eugene
community. The rain, or more precisely the mud, is wearing a bit on us, but we’ll survive. Actually, we’ll
thrive here. We already are.
In Christ,
Brent

Green Suggestion
Paul tells us in Ephesians that we should live as the “children of light”. A church in Colorado replaced the
20 watt bulbs in their exit signs with LEDs and saved $360 a year, while eliminating 4000 kilowatt hours of
polluting electricity usage. And you don't have to change bulbs as often.
Reduce your use of household cleaning products, soaps, shampoos, hair care products and other items
that contain chemicals. Replace them with products that are biodegradable. Carcinogenic chemicals in
deodorants, soaps, shampoos and body sprays persist in the environment, build up in the food chain and
return to haunt us long after they've gone down the drain.
Fireplaces-we love them and want to use them. However, the fireplace accounts for 14% of air lost out of
a home- more than the windows. Close the damper when you're not using the fireplace. When you know
you won't be using it for an extended period, plug and seal the flue .. and put a note on the fireplace, so
that no guest lights a fire in the plugged chimney.
War is harmful, costly and opposed to life in so many ways that its obviousness as a threat to a sustainable
eco-system makes it at once redundant to state and easy to overlook. Advocate for peace today by any
life-affirming means which feels right to you.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
The Sunday morning Bible study group continues
to meet each week at 9:45. We discuss the gospel
lesson for the morning using the “Lambeth” or
“African” Bible study method. For me, the practice
of discussing the Gospel lesson prior to the service
has enriched the worship experience. It turns out
that studying the assignment before class—in this
case, Mass—really does enhance my understanding.
There’s plenty of room for others to join us, and
we welcome people of all ages. We meet each
Sunday from 9:45-10:15 in the parish hall.
Brian Henley
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Christian Formation for Adults
Walter Brueggemann, one of the world's leading
interpreters of the Hebrew Scriptures, and a United
Church of Christ minister and Professor Emeritus at
Columbia Theological Seminary, comes to our
Sunday morning study group via a DVD, "Embracing
the Prophets In Contemporary Culture". The May
sessions have these intriguing titles:
May 6: "Moral Coherence in A World of Power,
Money and Violence"
May 13: "The Shrill Rhetoric That Breaks Denial"
May 20: "The Grief of Loss As Divine Judgment"
May 27: "The Promissory Language That Breaks
Despair"
Join us Sundays 9:30 to 10:15 in the Yellow Room
and help us to grapple with the relevance of the
Hebrew Scriptures and Prophets for us today.
Complementary and optional breakfast at 9 AM.
Jane Smith
Financial Highlights
Year to date, through February 29, 2012
Operating Budget
Expenses
Pledges
Other Income

Budgeted
$32,084
$30,151
$1,933

Actual
$36,316
$32,480
$1,634

The monthly treasurer report is in the vestry notebook in the office.

A conversation with Windy Marie Dayton
By Cynthia Borschat
What a pro! It can’t be easy for a mother to move across country into a new home, new
church, new culture, but Windy makes it look easy, and that’s the sign of a real pro. Pro,
not as in the ability to manage well, although she does that, but as in
heartfelt and authentic faith and optimism.
Born 3rd of 4 children to an Irish Catholic family in Topsfield,
Massachusetts, she was raised in the same home in which her father grew
up. With a large gaggle of cousins always around, her upbringing was all
about family. Her contractor father was often out of work, and though a
brilliant visionary, it was her mother who was the true motivator of the
family. “She is an E. R. nurse and a real mama bear,” says Windy. Through
junior high, Windy attended parochial school, and though she says she was
Windy Dayton
not religious in the church-going sense during that time, she loved church
school. The uniforms, the inclusiveness and the tight community suited her. Later, at public high school
she remembers having a lot of social catching up to do, but despite that obstacle, it was here that she and
Brent first met and began to develop their lifelong friendship together.
Windy went on to attend University of Mass. in Amherst where she majored in Women’s and
Environmental studies. This academic foundation lead her to a decade of social service work where she
organized and empowered impoverished single moms and domestic violence survivors to manage the
practical aspects of their lives. A sensitive arena in which to work, she ultimately realized, for her health
and wellbeing, that she needed to change her focus. Windy moved to a farm and befriended hard labor.
“From the emotional minefield of social service to the piecemeal work of open farmland, that was the
most healing transition I could have made for myself.”
Feeling deeply connected to the earth and farming, she thrived, but the spirit of helping women in need
didn’t disappear easily, so Windy organized Voices of Change, a woman’s beyond-support group, and
balanced the two. She loved the physical side of hard labor and working on an organic farm owned by
academics with stimulating minds inspired her. She also loved the social side and enjoyed selling produce
at farmer’s markets and restaurants.
Fast forward to another chapter: Windy moved to Portland, OR to attend massage school (later to manage
a massage clinic in Cambridge, Mass.) and then traveled half-way around the world to Thailand. During
her year there, she focused on weaving and recalls buzzing around remote hillside villages on her
motorcycle asking locals to teach her what they know. She learned Thai and could go anywhere and talk
to anyone. “I want to take my girls there one day,” she says, “so they will know there is more to Thailand
than pad thai and colorful fabrics.”
During all of these years, she and Brent were logistically in and out of each other’s lives. They spent time
together and time apart, but eventually married and moved to a monastery in West Newbury, Mass. “The
most beautiful 100-acres one could ever see,” she recalls. Here they co-created a farm which fed the
brothers, themselves and their daughters. Eventually they bought their own house nearby but continued
for 5 years to work and develop the farmland.
When the monastery found itself in transition, Brent lost his job, and complicated story made simple, we
at COR reaped the benefits…and the rest is history. Despite leaving family and close friends, Windy’s
optimism has guided her family in the next step of its journey. “We adore COR,” she says, “we like the
people a lot and it feels like a great home that our family needed. I am so thankful!” So are we.
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For an updated version of Church of the
Resurrection’s calendar, visit
http://resurrectioneugene.org/ and click on
Resurrection Calendar
Craft Hope has begun working on
their first project- Sock Monkeys
for the children at the relief nursery
and First Place Family Shelter.
Contact Windy Dayton to get
involved! Meetings in May will be
10th and 24th, 6 to 8 PM, Yellow
Room.

COR gardeners are planning a

Mark your calendar for May 23 at 7 PM, to hear Rabbi Maurice
Harris talk about his book, Moses, A Stranger Among Us at COR.
As profiled in a recent Sunday Register Guard, “the whole book
takes on (a) colloquial, back-and-forth tone … that makes it easy
to read and easy to think about”.
“The book offers fresh readings of Scripture that embraces
progressive religious values, including…honoring the voices of
strong women, LGBT equality, the principle of not using religion
to cause harm and the struggle for social justice.” For more
information, visit www.mosesastranger.weebly.com.

lovely garden space, mostly flowers
for the Altar Guild but also a small
portion to grow some veggies to
make salsa with!! Tomatoes, basil,
cilantro, jalapenos! Then at some
point in late summer we'll make
Salsa and have a party!! Hola!
We are negotiating with finances to
enlarge the garden area and build a
better fence. We have an
incredible group of people wanting
to help with this. If you have any
ideas - or want to help - please
contact Lee Anne Robertson at 541345-7036.

Piecemakers are inviting the
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congregation to join us a "Bring &
Buy” Sale on June 10th downstairs
following the 10:30 service. There
will be quilts and other handmade
items. A lovely quilt will be raffled
off.
Anyone wanting to bring something
to sell that represents what they
are about—whether you paint,
make pies, make greeting cards, or
whatever you are about. The
proceeds will go to the
Piecemakers so they may replenish
their materials.

“Strive to safeguard the integrity of mission and
sustain and renew the life of the earth”
[1 of 5 Anglican Marks of Mission]
The Episcopal Church recently sponsored a forum, ”The Intersection of Poverty and the Environment” held at
St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Salt lake City Utah, to explore and discuss the differential effects of
environmental degradation and changing climate patterns on impoverished people in the U.S. and around the
world. Although environmental degradation hurts poor people sooner and with greater severity, it will affect
all of us, and probably sooner than we expect. When there are no longer sufficient resources to maintain
community and individual lives, people move if at all possible. They move to where there is water, to where
there is top soil to farm, where people can breathe fresh air and where there are stable governments with no
internal warfare. No one on the panels mentioned the effect of global migrations on the poor of developed
nations.
Members of COR's Green Team gathered at the Orbells' home to listen, via webcast, to our Presiding Bishop,
Katharine Jefferts Shori's opening address, followed by a film about Kivalina village and its people located on a
very small island in Alaska. Threatened by ocean storm surges, flooding, the erosion of shoreline and the
melting of frozen ground under the ice due to the warming water around them, villagers can no longer hunt
whales, fish, travel, eat and clothe themselves in ways that sustain their 1000 year old cultural traditions.
A panel discussion came next, with panelists asked to respond to the question, “Can Sustainability Initiatives
Lift Those in Poverty?” Points emphasized were that economic development efforts must be grounded in the
community and engage those who are poor to be effective; they need to be multifaceted, responding to the
felt needs of those affected. Examples were nutrition education, growing own produce and micro-enterprise
initiatives.
A second panel spoke to “Reducing Environmental Health Consequences for Those in Poverty”. An Episcopal
missionary who is a physician working in Kenya pointed out the most vulnerable poor are children,
experiencing delayed or compromised development from the degraded environment, including bad quality
water and not enough water, polluted air, toxic soil or no arable soil, scant nutritious, clean food. A
consequence of these conditions leads to weakened immune systems so that children are particularly
susceptible to all kinds of diseases.
Jefferts Schori's opening remarks led me to be very hopeful that we would hear about broad-based church
initiatives addressing public policy changes, interfaith grass roots change efforts focused on Congress or the
President, or candidates for office or statewide initiatives for health care reform supported by churches etc. I
was disappointed. I did appreciate the good work the panelists were doing but I did not hear much about how
to frame issues and develop compelling strategies that bring people of faith to act outside the comfort level of
works of compassion and move into riskier areas of advocacy regarding impoverished people and
environmental degradation.
I heard a Native American say that some of his people had lost hope. I also heard someone mention the need
to restore dignity to poor people. There's nothing like the combination of a full stomach, fair wages, a decent
house to live and some control over one's future to restore hope.
Those of us on the Green Team who watched the webcast conversed passionately about the twin subjects at
hand. I found this both enlightening and challenging. I thought Jefferts Shori was just great, but wish she had
issued a stronger charge to us to get us going. I believe each of us left the Orbells' house pensive, frustrated,
wanting to get together to talk some more, wanting to do more than we have, and having varying degrees of
hopefulness.
Jane Smith

Notes from the Loft
Choristers
May brings flowers and the last Sunday of singing for
Choristers. Come Sunday morning, May 6 and hear "Sail the
Soul", a lovely Celtic song with several solos! Then come back
at 4 PM for Choristers' Year End Concert! We'll sing for you our
year's worth of music, including some numbers from the
musical, 100% Chance of Rain.
It has been a full year for Choristers!
Folk Mass
Rogation Sunday is May 13. We will start the service outside with readings, prayers and song at several
points on the property. The folk mass musicians and singers will lead us in music that will remind us of
the beauty around us. There will also be a special anthem dedicated to mothers and other special
women in our lives.
COR Choir
This will be our last full month of choir before we take a break for the summer. Thanks to all the
singers for enriching our services and for the hours of rehearsal.
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!
The Music Team

May 16 Ascension Service
Ascension Service for All Episcopal Churches will be
held Thursday, May 16 at 7 PM at St. John the
Divine, Springfield. Dessert Potluck follows.

Join the Lunch Bunch
The Lunch Bunch meets every Tuesday at a different
restaurant, at 11:30 AM for food and fellowship.
We’re always looking for recommendations of places
we haven’t tried. If these venues and times look good
to you, just show up! Keeper of the calendar, updater
of restaurant list, and map consultant is Theda
Heinzkill, 541-343-8367.
May 2012
01

Highlands Pub

08
15
22
29

Pump Café
Ta Ra Tin
Hideaway Bakery
Washburne Café

390 E. 40th Ave. (near Donald
St.)
710 Main St., Springfield
1200 Oak St
3377 E. Amazon Dr
326 Main St., Springfield

Home Starter Update
Two things to report here: First, Central
Presbyterian Church has decided to join the three
participating Episcopal churches to support the
Home Starter Kit Program. Central Presbyterian’s
outreach committee voted a couple weeks ago to
become a supplier for Home Starter Kits. We
couldn’t be happier to be joined in this ministry
by another Church with a strong history of
service to the community.
Second, we are busier than we thought! The first
three and a half months of 2012 haven’t felt
particularly rushed, but that may be thanks to the
inventory work of Linda Schields, who has
organized the shelves and takes regular
inventory, notifying HSK “buyers” when particular
items are needed. Thanks to all who contribute
to this ministry. Contact Dick Zeller if you are
interested in donating or joining as a volunteer.
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You Are Invited!
The Choristers' Year End Concert

Sunday, May 6 at 4 PM
Reception following in the Parish Hall downstairs

