EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION

Christmas Service
December 24, 2020 | Year B | Rite II
ORDER OF SERVICE
PRELUDE | CAROL OF THE MANGER

Dale Wood, b. 1934

The people's responses are in bold.
CAROLS
Hymn 100: Joy To the World
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive its king;
let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Isaac Watts (1719) Copyright: Public Domain. Meter: 8.6.8.6

Hymn 79: O Little Town
1. O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to all on earth.

Words: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893, alt. Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908
Hymn 87: Hark, the Herald Angels
1. Hark! the herald angels sing:
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time, behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell;
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
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Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
Words: Charles Wesley, b.1707. Music: Felix Mendelssohn, b. 1809; adapt. Wm. H. Cummings, b. 1831.

Hymn 83: O Come All Ye Faithful
1. O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him,
born the king of angels.

2. True God of true God,
Light of light eternal,
our lowly nature he hath not abhorred;
born of a woman,
here in flesh appearing.
Refrain:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

Hymn 89: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
1. It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all
From heav’n’s all gracious King;”
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats
O’er all the weary world:
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

Text: CMD; Edmund H. Sears, b. 1810, alt. Music: Richard S. Willis, b. 1819, alt.

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

People

| Fr. Bob

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant

| BCP 355

| BCP 355

| Fr. Bob

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

| BCP 356

| David Hurd, b. 1950

Choir / People
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

| BCP 212

| Fr. Bob

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confdence behold him when
he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.

People

Amen.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 62: 6-12 (NRSV)

| Lector

Reader A reading from the book of Isaiah.

U

pon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted
but those who garner it shall eat it and praise
sentinels; all day and all night they shall
the Lord, and
never be silent.
those who gather it shall drink it in my holy
You who remind the Lord, take no rest, and give
courts.
him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and
Go through, go through the gates,
makes it renowned throughout the earth.
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,
The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his
clear it of stones,
mighty arm:
lift
up an ensign over the peoples.
I will not again give your grain to be food for
your enemies, and
The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the
foreigners shall not drink the wine for which
earth: Say to daughter of Zion, “See, your
you have labored;
-3-

salvation comes; his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”

Lord”;
and you shall be called,
“Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.”

They shall be called,
“The Holy People, The Redeemed of the

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.
Silence may follow.
PSALM 96 (NRSV)

| Cantor

Cantate Domino
Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.

ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation
from day to day.

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.

Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.

Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is
King!
he has made the world so firm that it cannot
be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."

For great is the LORD and greatly to be
praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but
idols;
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be
glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his
presence!
Oh, the power and the splendor of his
sanctuary!

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for
joy
before the LORD when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the
peoples;

He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his truth.

SECOND READING: TITUS 3: 4-7 (NRSV)

| Lector

Reader A reading from Paul's letter to Titus.

B

ut when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of
any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of
-4-

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ
our Savior, so that, having been justifed by his grace, we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people.
People Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL HYMN | # 115 |WHAT CHILD IS THIS |

Ma - ry’s
ox
and

lap
ass

is
are

sleep feed -

William Chatterton Dix, b. 1837

ing? Whom an - gels greet
ing? Good Chris - tian, fear:

with
for

Words: William Chatterton Dix, 1837–1898. Music: Trad. English melody, 16th cent.; Bramley and Stainer’s
Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871.
87 87 with refrain.
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THE GOSPEL: LUKE 2: 1-20 (NRSV)

| Dcn. Lauri

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

I

n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the frst registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
frstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the felds, keeping watch over their fock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrifed.
But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for
you: you will fnd a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.”
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
Deacon The Gospel of our Savior.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

| Fr. Bob

THE SERMON
In the name of God, Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifer. Amen.

THE NICENE CREED

| BCP 358

All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
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| Dcn. Lauri

maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER

| BCP 364

All
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
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| Dcn. Lauri

and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

| BCP 388

| Dcn. Lauri

Deacon Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your
Name may be united in your truth, live together in
your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the
nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common
good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own
creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the
service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours,
and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body,
mind, or spirit; including ________; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them
the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died,
that your will for them may be fulflled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your
eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Silence.
| Fr. Bob

CONCLUDING COLLECT

May God, who in the Word made fesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, grant you his peace
and favor.
THE PEACE

| BCP 360

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
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| Fr. Bob

| Fr. Bob

THE BLESSING

Celebrant And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with
you for ever.
People
Amen.
HYMN 111 | SILENT NIGHT |

1. Si
2. Si
3 Si

- lent night!
- lent night!
- lent night!

all
is bright
at
the
sight;
love’s pure light

Joseph Mohr, b. 1792

Ho
Ho
Ho

- ly
- ly
- ly

night!
night!
night!

All
is
Shep - herds
Son
of

calm,
quake
God,

Round yon Vir - gin Mo - ther and child!
Glo - ries stream from heav - en a - far;
Ra
- diant beams from thy ho - ly
face,

Ho - ly In – fant so ten – der and mild,
Heav’n - ly hosts
sing “Al – le – lu - ia!
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace,

Sleep in heav - en -ly
Christ, the Sa - vior, is
Je - sus, Lord, at thy

Words: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht; Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Tune: Stille Nacht, 66 89 66; Franz X. Gruber, 1787-1863.

DISMISSAL

| BCP 366

| Dcn. Lauri

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE | HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS

Emma Lou Diemer, b.1927
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Rev Dr Robert Williams
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_____________________________
Music and texts under copyright are reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-715973

Nativity with Mary, Joseph and the New-Born Christ
By Jacques Le Breton & Jean Gaudin
Source: Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN. CC-BY-SA-3.0
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