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The Day of Pentecost
MAY 23, 2021 | YEAR B | RITE II

- THE LITURGY OF THE WORD -

The people's responses are in bold

PRELUDE | COME, HOLY SPIRIT |   A. Armsdorf, b.1679

OPENING ACCLAMATION |   BCP 355 |   Fr. Birch

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

COLLECT FOR PURITY |   BCP 355 |   Fr. Birch

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.

People Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS |   BCP 356 |   David Hurd, b.1934

Choir / People

Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father:
    receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY |   BCP 227 |   Fr. Birch

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you..

Celebrant Let us pray

Celebrant Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 
promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the 
preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever, shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may 
reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

People Amen.

FIRST READING: ACTS 2:1-21 (NRSV)  |    Lector

Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

 hen the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
flled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fre, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were flled with the Holy  
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

W
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who 
are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native lan-
guage? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus  and  Asia,  Phrygia  and  Pamphylia,  Egypt  and  the  parts  of  Libya  belonging  to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and 
said, "They are flled with new wine."

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all  
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are  
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel:

`In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all fesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above
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and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fre, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' "

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

PSALM 104:25-35, 37 (NRSV) |   BCP 736 |    Lector

Benedic, anima mea

   Lord, how manifold are your works! 
in wisdom you have made them all;

           the earth is full of your creatures.

Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number,

creatures both small and great.

There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan,

which you have made for the sport of it.

All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.

You give it to them; they gather it; 
you open your hand, and they are flled 
with good things.

You hide your face, and they are terrifed;

 you take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.

You send forth your Spirit, and they are cre-
ated; 
and so you renew the face of the earth.

May the glory  of  the  Lord endure for  ever; 
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

He looks at the earth and it trembles;
he  touches  the  mountains  and  they 
smoke.

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my be-
ing.

May these words of mine please him; 
I will rejoice in the Lord.

Bless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:22-27 (NRSV) |    Lector

Reader A reading from Romans.

e know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the frst fruits of the Spirit, groan in-
wardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

W
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
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heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.

Reader The word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

HYMN |  # 513  LIKE THE MURMUR OF THE DOVE'S SONG |    Bridegroom

THE GOSPEL:  JOHN 15:26-27; 16:4B-15  (NRSV) |   Dcn. Lauri

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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esus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the  
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You 
also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

J
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am 

going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I  
have said these things to you, sorrow has flled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the  
world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not 
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me 
no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth  
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify 
me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is 
mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON |   Fr. Birch

THE NICENE CREED |   BCP 358 |    Lector
All
  We believe in one God,
         the Father, the Almighty,
      maker of heaven and earth,
      of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucifed under 
Pontius Pilate;
        he sufered death and was 
buried.
        On the third day he rose again

            in accordance with the 
Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no 
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorifed.
    He has spoken through the 
Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the 
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dead,
        and the life of the world to come. 

  Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE |   Dcn. Lauri

The Leader and People pray responsively

In the peace of the risen Christ let us ofer 
our prayers to the Lord, saying:
Hear us, Lord. Alleluia!

The Spirit of peace has been breathed on the 
church.  May  the  church  inspire  peace 
throughout the world. And to this let us 
say:  
Hear us, Lord. Alleluia!

Our  land has  completed  the  passover  from 
winter into spring. May the earth be re-
stored to the freshness of creation. And 
to this let us say:  
Hear us, Lord. Alleluia!

The Lord has appeared on Sinai amid fre and 
wind. May all people, Jew and Gentile to-
gether, climb the holy mountain and see 
the face of God. And to this let us say:
Hear us, Lord. Alleluia!

The confusion of Babel has been undone with 
the gifts of Pentecost. May our commu-
nity  mature  in  wisdom as  we come to 
understand  the  language  of  the  Spirit. 
And to this let us say:  

Hear us, Lord. Alleluia!

Our week of weeks is accomplished. Our Fifty 
Days are complete. May all  of us, both 
the living and the dead, be raised in the 
Spirit into the splendor of endless East-
er. May we hold before God's life all in 
need. And to this let us say:  
Hear us, Lord. Alleluia!

For what else shall we pray or give thanks?

      …............

And to this let us say:  
Hear us, Lord. Alleluia!

Celebrant
Creator God, our Lenten ashes have become 

life-giving fre. Sharing your life, we are 
whole and new again. Help us, like the 
disciples in Jerusalem, to spill  out into 
the streets  to  proclaim your wonderful 
works.  This  we ask through Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen.

*[From: Ramshaw, G. Intercessions for the Christian People : Prayers of the People for Cycles A, B, and C 
of the Roman, Episcopal, and Lutheran Lectionaries. Pueblo.; 1988.]

THE LORD'S PRAYER  |   BCP 364 |   Dcn. Lauri

Deacon  As our Savior, Christ, has taught us, we now pray.

All
Our Father in heaven,

    hallowed be your Name,
    your kingdom come,

    your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.

    Give us today our daily bread.

    Forgive us our sins
         as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
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         and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

         and the glory are yours,

         now and for ever.

Amen.

THE PEACE    |   Fr. Birch

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you. 

THE BLESSING      |   Fr. Birch

Celebrant May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful works of God; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
and remain with you always.

People Amen.

DISMISSAL  |   BCP 366 |   Dcn. Lauri

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE |  O HOLY SPIRIT, O HOLY GOD |   J. C. F. Fischer, b.1650 
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