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AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE EVENING 
WITH DAILY EVENING PRAYER: RITE II 

The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. 

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words. 

Ofciant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.                                              |   BCP 109

People Thanks be to God..

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a lamp to put it 
under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. And you, like the 
lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the deed you do, and give glory to 
your Father in heaven."  
Matthew 5:14-16 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the vesper light; 
and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would 
shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 
this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient. 

During the candle-lighting, an appropriate anthem or psalm may be sung, or silence kept. 

The following hymn, or a metrical version of it, or some other hymn, is then sung 

EVENING HYMN |   O GRACIOUS LIGHT PHOS HILARON |   BCP 112
  
O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorifed through all the worlds. 

THE PSALM OR PSALMS APPOINTED

 PSALM 146 |   BCP 803

Lauda, anima mea 

   allelujah! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! * 
    I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
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2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 
    for there is no help in them. 

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 
    and in that day their thoughts perish. 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
    who keeps his promise for ever; 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
    and food to those who hunger. 

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
    the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous; 
the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
    he sustains the orphan and widow, 
    but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
    your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
    Hallelujah! 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

THE LESSONS

FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 35:4-7A  (NRSV)

Reader A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

       ay to those who are of a fearful heart, 
    ‘Be strong, do not fear! 

       Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
    and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.
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THE SONG OF MARY |   MAGNIFICAT |   BCP 119
   

Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has flled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON:  JAMES 2:1-10, 14-17  (NRSV)

Reader A Reading from the Letter of James.

y brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fne clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fne clothes 

and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 
have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my 
beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs 
of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not 
the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the 
excellent name that was invoked over you? 

M

You do well if you really fulfll the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For 
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If 
a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and eat your fll,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, 
if it has no works, is dead. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.

THE SONG OF SIMEON |   NUNC DIMITTIS |   BCP 120

Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
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    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE GOSPEL LESSON:  MARK 7:24-37  (NRSV)

 A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

esus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know 
he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, 

of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the 
children be fed frst, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she 
answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For 
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on 
the bed, and the demon gone. 

J

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of 
the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged 
him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fngers into his 
ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he 
spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously 
they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even 
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

THE SERMON |   Rev. Lauri Watkins

THE APOSTLES’ CREED |   BCP 120

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He sufered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucifed, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
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   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS |   BCP 121

The People stand or kneel 

Ofciant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Ofciant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People

Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your Name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
      on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we
   forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
          now and for ever.  Amen. 

 B

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and ofenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of 
Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of [________ and] all your saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY |   BCP 233

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confde in their own 
strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR PEACE |   BCP 123
 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: Give to us, your servants, 
that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fxed on the doing of your will, and that 
we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of 
Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

- 5 -



A COLLECT FOR THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST |   BCP 124

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our 
hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR MISSION |   BCP 124

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the sufering, 
pity the aficted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

Other prayers and thanksgivings may be offered… 

…Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING   |   BCP 125

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

Then may be said 

 Let us bless the Lord.

People Thanks be to God. 

The Officiant may then conclude with the following 

May the God of hope fll us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 
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