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Blue Christmas Service 

PRELUDE |  Lucy Booth

THE GATHERING

Leader:  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who live in a land of deep 

shadow, a light has shone. For the yoke that was weighing upon them, and the burden upon 
their shoulders, you have broken in pieces O God, our Redeemer. 

Let us pray: 
People:  God of mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season for ourselves and for our families 

who live with pain and grief. We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow, and 
peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of Christ, who shares our life in joy 
and sorrow, death and new birth, despair and promise. Amen

THE WORD       |   ISAIAH 40:1, 25-31

Reader:  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

After the reading:
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Silence

THE RESPONSE |   PSALM 121 

Responsively by half verse

I lift up my eyes to the hills.* 

From whence does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord,* 

who made heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot be moved,* 

he who keeps you will not slumber. 
Behold, he who keeps Israel* 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord is your keeper;* 

the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 
The sun shall not smite you by day,* 

nor the moon by night. 
The Lord will keep you from all evil;* 

he will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in* 

from this time forth and for evermore.
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Silence

THE GOSPEL    |   MATTHEW 11: 28-30

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.

After the reading:
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People.

People:  Thanks be to God.

Silence

LITURGY OF REMEMBRANCE

MUSIC   | Wait for the Lord, v.1

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart 

First Candle

Leader:  We light the frst candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost (pause). We 
remember each face, each name, each voice, each memory that binds them to us. We embrace 
and give thanks for them in this season of expectation, when all creation waits for the Light. 

Please take a moment to remember those who have died. I invite you to name them, aloud or in the 
silence of your hearts. 

Leader:  Lord, each of us takes our loved one by the hand and leads them to you, the God of love. Here 
we present them to you. Accept our love and thanksgiving as we entrust them to your loving 
care. We ask that you fll us with motivation and energy in the days ahead when we feel like 
giving up, remind us often of our true homeland when we are caught up in the difculty of the 
journey. Help us to fnd joy in the people, events, and the beauty of nature which surrounds us. 

People:  God of love, draw near. Amen 

Silence

MUSIC   | Wait for the Lord, v.2

Lord, we await, we seek your truth. 

Lord we await, show us the way. 

Second Candle

Leader:  We light the second candle to redeem the pain of loss: loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss 
of jobs and the security they bring, loss of health in ourselves and family members, loss of joy 
and peace in our lives, the loss and loneliness we can experience in our own families. As we 
gather up the pain of the past and present, we ofer it to you, O God, asking that into our 
wounded hearts and open hands, you will place the gift of peace. 

Please take a moment to remember the losses. I invite you to name them aloud or in the silence of your 
hearts. 

Leader:  God of mystery, we turn our hearts to you. We come before you in need of peace, grateful for 
the mystery of life, and ever keenly aware of your promises of guidance and protection. We 
place our trust in you, even through our hearts are fearful or anxious. We remember that you 
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will be with us in all that we experience. We remember that even though winter is upon us and 
the night is long, the dawn will come as the earth continues to turn. The darkness will not 
overcome it. 

People: God of light, draw near. Amen 

Silence

MUSIC   | Wait for the Lord, v.3

I waited for the Lord, whose day is near. 
God heard my cry; keep watch, take heart. 

Third Candle

Leader:  We light the third candle for those who experience a loss of direction in their lives. God of the 
Exodus, you led Moses and your people through the wilderness to a new land. Hear our prayer. 
We want so much to have a sense of direction, to know where we are and where we ought to be 
heading. But the darkness and the questions stay. You ask us to be full of faith, to believe deep 
within that you are our signpost, that you are our wisdom and our guide, and to trust in your 
presence. Your words to us are clear; "Do not fear, I go before you." 

Please take a moment to pray for your own wandering. I invite you to name your prayer aloud or in the 
silence of your heart. 

Leader:  God of our depths, we cry out to you to be our guide. Help us to have a strong sense of inner 
direction and grant that we may have the reassurance of knowing that we are on the right path. 
Take our lives and use them according to your will. Take all that is lost in us and bring it home 
with you. 

People:  God of the wilderness, draw near. Amen 

Silence

MUSIC   | Wait for the Lord, v.4

Rejoice in the Lord, God is at hand. 

Joy and gladness to all who seek the Lord. 

Fourth Candle 

Leader: We light the fourth candle as a sign of hope--the gift of hope and light and love that God ofers 
us in the story of Christmas--a story that begins in insecurity, fear and humility, a story that is 
a baby born to a new mother in a strange city, the holy family alone in a stable. We remember 
that the loving God who kept the light shining in the stars, who came to share this life with us, 
promises us comfort and peace. The One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to 
the light, and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows is always present with us. 

I invite you to pray for those, including ourselves, who need renewed hope within our lives. 
Leader: O God of strength, whose spirit is known by those whose hearts are thankful, and who makes 

cheerfulness a companion of strength, lift up our hearts we pray, to a joyous confdence in your 
care. Guide us when we cannot see the way. Where there is love in life, teach us to fnd it; help 
us to trust it; and enable us to grow in the power of love. So may our lives bring comfort and 
encouragement to others. 

People: God of hope, draw near. Amen 
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Silence

MUSIC   | Wait for the Lord, v.1

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart. 

Leader: God of great compassion and love, listen to the prayers of your people Grant to all, especially 
the bereaved and troubled ones this Christmas, the blessing we ask in the name of Jesus.

 
The Lord's Prayer 

LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES 

Leader; Now I invite each of you to come forward, light a candle, and to bring your prayer ofering as 
you wish. As you light the candle, remember that it is God who holds the light in our darkness 
and carries us until we are able to be a light 

MUSIC   | Silent Night Hymnal, p.111
 
CLOSING 

Leader: In this gathering, we embrace and claim the darkness that is present both in the world and in 
our own lives. As people who are familiar with the darkness, we also know that we gather to be 
illumined by the light of the Christ Child this Christmas season. May the Christ, born in a lowly 
stable, himself an outcast and marginalized, bring light, comfort, peace, and joy this holiday 
season. 

Leader: May the hope of the Christ Child sustain us, may the peace of Christ be always with us, and may 
the love of Christ fll our hearts... 

People: That together we may shine again. Amen 

MUSIC   | O Come O Come Emmanuel, v.1,6

POSTLUDE | Lucy Booth
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